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schen," and he announces in his preface that " die Methode, die wir bei 
solcher Forschung einzuschlagen haben, ist zunachst die der physiologischen 
Psychologie ; unsere Untersuchung erstreckt sich aber auch auf das patho- 
logische Gebiet und benutzt die Ergebnisse normaler Erscheinungen, die 
beim Studium der Lebensfunktionen des Menschen dieselben Dienste 
leisten, wie die Vivisektion bei der Betrachtung seiner Organe." 

It is peculiarly difficult to give in a few words the contents of the book. 
The work is most orderly but highly unsystematic, and its psychology stands 
much nearer the popular than the scientific type. The main subdivisions 
are as follows : I, Mental Expression and its Disorders ; II, The Mental 
Life Itself (Das innere Geistesleben) ; III, Memory ; IV, Natural and Arti- 
ficial Disorders of the Idea ; and V, Natural and Artificial Sleep (Hypnosis). 
The title of the book seems, to the present reviewer, to be both unfortunate 
and misleading. The book is a collection of essays whose dominant in- 
terest centers in music, — its production, its technique, its appreciation, its 
masters, its anomalies, its psychology, etc. ; but it is not, as its name indi- 
cates, a monograph on the ' idea.' The first third of the book, e. g., is only 
incidentally concerned with the ' idea ' ; it deals, instead, with various 
forms of motor expression (speech, song, writing, gesture, etc.) and their 
derangements, with special and frequent emphasis laid on ' musical ' dis- 
orders and defects. Another long section (pp. 149-192) is occupied with 
' secondary sensations ' (for which the author offers a crude vaso-motor 
theory) ; a section which is, again, only remotely or incidentally connected 
either with the ' idea ' (a term, by the way, which is nowhere properly de- 
fined) or with aesthetics. A similar criticism might be passed upon the part 
devoted to dreams and hypnosis (pp. 258-309). On the other hand, the 
book is full of interesting ' cases ' and instances and illustrations and musi- 
cal lore and well-classified bits of information, which will make it useful 
for reference on a variety of special topics. It contains, besides, a good 
account of the relation of 'musical ' to ideational types (pp. 1 17-149). 

I. M. Bentley. 
Cornell University. 

Der Begriff des Attributes bei Spinoza, in seiner Entnuickelung und seinen 
Beziehungen zuden Begriffen der Substanz und des Modus. Von Erich 
Bechbr. Halle, Max Niemeyer, 1905. — pp. 61. 
In this essay an attempt is made to throw light on Spinoza's doctrine of 
attributes by a study of the origin and development of this concept in his 
thought. Reference is first made to the influence on him of several historic 
systems, Judaistic theology, Scholasticism, and Cartesianism. Secondly, 
his writings are examined with especial reference to the doctrine of sub- 
stance and attribute. The author reaches the conclusion that Spinoza, in 
the development of his views on this subject, passes through a series of 
positions from dualism to monism. But even in the Ethics he does not 
steadfastly adhere to the monistic view. Rather he relapses frequently 
into the Cartesian dualism, or even into a corresponding pluralism, in 
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which the single attributes are said to exist in and for themselves. The 
author makes no attempt to remove the contradiction which he thus finds 
in the Spinozistic philosophy. He regards it as an essential feature in 
Spinoza's thought, and hence not to be explained away. He believes, 
however, that he renders superfluous a theory like that of K. Thomas 
(Spinoza ah Metaphysiker, 1840 ; Spinoza's Individualismus und Pantheis- 
mus, 1848), which attributes to Spinoza a deliberate falsification of his own 
views. Thomas held that the philosopher, in order to avoid danger and to 
make his system popularly acceptable, concealed his pluralistic pantheism 
under a monistic pantheism. Dr. Becher regards such an hypothesis as, 
on its face, highly improbable, because a monistic pantheism was liable 
to arouse as much hostility at that time as a pluralistic one. The fate of 
Giordano Bruno is witness of this fact. Moreover, he believes that he finds 
a satisfactory explanation of the existing contradiction in the origin and 
development of Spinoza's own views. H. W. Wright. 

Cornell University. 
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